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halom and Happy Passover. I must admit, it is 
very unusual to observe Passover after already 
celebrating Easter. This is the result of the early 
church deciding not to follow the Jewish 
calendar! This decision was made at the 
Council of Nicaea in 325AD and, in my 

opinion, it reflects a symptom of a deeper problem we 
address each and every day as we try and reach Jewish 
people for Jesus the Messiah.

The Chasm Between Jesus and  
the Jewish People

Jewish people generally feel alienated from the Gospel. 
This chasm between Jesus and the Jewish community 
becomes even more profound during the holiday season. 
We so often define ourselves religiously by the holidays 
we keep. For example, Jewish people celebrate Passover 
and Christians celebrate Easter. If it were a different 
season of the year I would say that Jewish people 
celebrate Hanukkah, and Christians celebrate Christmas.

Oftentimes I wonder how this difficult situation we 
face today came to be and why it is that Jewish people 
feel so distant from the One we believe to be the 
fulfillment of the Hebrew Scriptures—the Jewish Messiah.

May I tell you a quick story about my grandparents? It 
might help you understand how Jewish people feel about 
the Jewish relationship to Jesus and Christianity.

I remember a conversation I had with my paternal 
grandparents many years ago. My father and I were visiting 
his parents and we were eating lunch at the table in my 
grandparents’ apartment in Coney Island, Brooklyn. My 
dear grandparents were trying to figure out why I believed 
in Jesus and not Moses or Marx.  

I finally had the chance to get a word in and asked a 
question. I said, “Dad does not believe in God, and like 
Grandpa he never attends synagogue. Yet, he still says that 
he is Jewish. I, on the other hand, believe in the God of 
our fathers, learned Hebrew, married a Jewish girl, but 
believe Jesus is the Messiah. Which one of us is the better 
Jew?” Grandma did not hesitate to respond. “Your 
father,” she replied. And I dare say she spoke for the 
majority of the Jewish community!

What she really was saying is that being Jewish is not a 
matter of belief, but rather of community identity. And a 
Jewish person can retain that identity as long as certain 
lines are not crossed. However, if you do transgress one of 
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these unseen parameters, you could easily cross over and 
out of the Jewish community. Believing in Jesus is one of 
those lines, perhaps the boldest of the lines, and once 
you cross over there is no return save the renunciation of 
your beliefs. In other words, you do not remain in the 
community by virtue of your beliefs, but you can be 
removed because of them.

The Jewish people you meet might be resistant to the 
Gospel far more because of their fear of community 
sanctions than because of any theological disagreement 
over the true Messiah. Jewish people are generally not 
going to consider the Gospel—because they feel far away 
from Jesus, view Him as the God of the Gentiles and have 
a deep fear of being cast out of the Jewish community for 
even thinking about Jesus. 

The Lord must shed an abundance of grace in the heart 
of the average Jewish person in order for them to make 
the great step of faith to follow Jesus when the Jewish 
community would understand this belief as an act of 
ethnic suicide. It was certainly a difficult decision for me 
having been raised in a traditional Jewish home!

How Can You Help?
You can try to help your Jewish friend understand that 

Jesus is Jewish, the New Testament was written by Jewish 
people and that all of the early followers of Jesus were 
Jewish. In fact, the disciples celebrated Passover and other 
Jewish festivals, never rejected their Jewish identity and 
did not choose to leave the Jewish community. 

The disciples believed that you could be Jewish 
and believe that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah.

You can take some very practical steps even during this 
Passover season to help your Jewish friends understand 
that Jesus is Jewish and that Christians have a deep 
appreciation for their Old Testament heritage.

First of all, in the middle section of this newsletter we 
have provided some great ways you can use the Passover 
seder as an evangelistic tool. Showing Jesus in His Jewish 
context is wonderful! Passover is a great time to do this 
because, unlike some of the other Jewish holidays, most 
Jewish people celebrate Passover and have a family 
Passover seder (meal). And of course, Jesus clearly linked 
Himself to the Passover!

You can also send a beautiful Passover card to your 
Jewish friend, as it is a very appropriate time of the year 
to send greeting cards wishing your Jewish friends a 
happy Passover. You can also give a small gift to your 
Jewish friend that shows your sensitivity to the holiday 
season. You might give your Jewish friend a box of 
macaroons, wonderful coconut cookies that are made 
without leaven… this is a Jewish favorite—especially the 
ones that are dipped in dark chocolate!

This demonstration of love and sensitivity will go a 
long way to showing your Jewish friends that Jesus is 
Jewish. It is a way of bringing the Gospel closer to a 

Jewish person, overcoming the 2,000-year chasm between 
Jesus and the Jewish people.

You might also celebrate a Passover seder either in your 
home, with your small group or even at your church.

You can also go to our website (www.chosenpeople.
com/Passover) and learn more about the Passover. We 
have prepared a booklet to help you understand more 
about Passover that you can request on our website and 
you can also look at some of the Passover videos we have 
made that can actually show you how to do a Passover 
seder in your own home.

Is it any wonder that Jesus chose Passover as the time 
to announce the inauguration of the New Covenant 
between God and man? The focus of Passover is the 
redemption of the Jewish people from Egypt. Of course 
Jesus gives the Passover a deeper meaning demonstrating 
that new life, forgiveness of sin and an eternity in heaven 
are assured to those who have faith in the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world.

Let’s not allow the Jewish community we love to feel 
alienated from Jesus. I hope this Passover season will 
afford you the opportunity to help your Jewish friends 
see Jesus in the Passover! That will be a great place to 
begin your witness.

Thank you so much for your faithfulness, love and 
support of Chosen People Ministries. We are doing all we 
can in 16 countries and over 20 cities in North America 
to bring the Good News of Jesus the Messiah to the 
Jewish people. I know you will enjoy the rest of this 
special Passover issue of The Chosen People newsletter as 
you continue to pray for us. 

Your one-time donation is also very important to us as 
it allows us to continue to support our ministries around 
the globe—in the United States, Israel and in many other 
countries.

Thank you again for your love and faithfulness and 
Happy Passover!

In the Lamb,

Mitch
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Why Are Easter and Passover So Far Apart this Year?
We have already celebrated Easter and now we are about to celebrate Passover!  You might be wondering 

how this happened.

Very simply, the leaders of the early Church decided to separate Christianity from Judaism by rejecting the 
lunar calendar of Judaism and instead linking the Church to the Gregorian calendar.  This is well explained by 
our Chosen People Ministries’ researchers who have outlined this on our website. However, because some of 
you are not able to look at our website I thought that I would simply quote the site for you so that you have 
the information in front of you.

The two holidays are based on two different calendars. Easter is based on the solar calendar, the calendar 
commonly used today. In Western churches, Easter is dated as the first Sunday after the first full moon of spring. 
It therefore occurs somewhere between March 22 and April 25. Eastern Orthodox churches have a different 
approach based on the lunar calendar.

Passover on the other hand is based on the Jewish calendar; a lunar calendar that has twelve, 28-day 
months. Every two or three years there is a 13th month, called Adar II, included in the calendar. 

Over the course of a 19-year cycle this “extra” month occurs in the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 
17th and 19th years. The year 2008 was one of those years with an extra month. Passover 

occurs from the 15th to the 21st of the month of Nisan - which is the month right after 
the “extra” month of Adar II. The inclusion of the “extra” month in the lunar calendar 
thus caused Passover to fall nearly 30 days after Easter in 2008.1

Passover is April 23 this year and continues for seven days as it is combined with 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Easter was celebrated on March 27th this year. The 
Eastern Orthodox Easter was in fact even earlier this year as they follow the Julian 
calendar.

1  http://chosenpeople.com/main/index.php/holidays-and-festivals/236-frequently-asked-questions-about-passover

Passover is the story of redemption. It 
reveals how God redeemed our Jewish 
people from the bondage of slavery in 
Egypt and also delivered those 
Egyptians who chose to identify with 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
The Passover begins with a seder, a 
Hebrew word that means “order” or 
“service” and refers to the ancient 
ceremonial meal that begins the 
Passover festival. Each aspect of the 
ceremonial meal can be used to 
proclaim the good news of Messiah 
Yeshua with those who have never 
experienced salvation through faith, by 
accepting and putting their trust in 
Yeshua, the Passover Lamb, as their 
Messiah and Savior. 

Sharing the Good News . . .
Through the Matzah

One of the most important elements 
of a traditional Jewish Passover seder is 
the matzah, or unleavened bread. At 
the beginning of the seder, the leader 
will hold the matzah and explain that 
the Jewish people were forced to flee 
Egypt in great haste. They had no time 
to bake their bread and could not wait 
for the dough to rise. Therefore, God 
commanded Israel to abstain from 
eating yeast for seven days, beginning 
on the first night of Passover every 

year, as a remembrance of their 
deliverance from Egypt (Ex. 12:17-20).  

Since leaven is often a symbol for sin 
in the Bible (1 Cor. 5:7; Matt. 16:6), 
the removal of leaven from the 
household before Passover has come to 
symbolize the need to examine our 
hearts in repentance as the preparatory 
work necessary in order to receive 
God’s redemptive blessings in the 
Messiah. The matzah of Passover itself, 
which appears bruised, pierced, and 
broken, was also used by Jesus Himself 
as a representation of His sinless body 
that was broken and offered to God for 
our sins (Lk. 22:19).       

Through the Bitter Herbs & Parsley 
Two other important elements of a 

traditional Jewish Passover seder are 
the parsley (karpas) dipped in salt 
water and the bitter herbs. Towards the 
beginning of the seder all participants 
will take parsley, dip it twice in salt 
water and eat it. The salt water 
symbolizes the tears that Israel shed in 
Egypt, as well as the salt of the Red Sea. 
The parsley symbolizes the hyssop that 
Israel used to place the blood of the 
Passover lamb on their doorposts, as 
well as the spring season during which 
Passover occurs. 
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  Sharing 
the Gospel  
     Through the 
Passover Seder 



The bitter herbs, usually horseradish, 
are eaten during the beginning of the 
seder meal as a reminder of the 
bitterness of being enslaved in Egypt. 
God commanded Israel to eat the 
bitter herbs every year during Passover 
(Ex. 12:8) so that they would 
remember the harsh conditions of 
their slavery and not look back to 
Egypt with nostalgic longing. Even so, 
followers of the Messiah today, by 
consuming the parsley dipped in salt 
water and the bitter herbs, can 
remember how Jesus delivers us from 
the bondage of sin and death.

Through the Shank Bone 
In addition to the matzah, parsley 

and bitter herbs, another crucial 
element on the seder plate is the shank 
bone of a lamb. This recalls the 
sacrificial lambs of the first Passover.  
Exodus records that God told the 
Israelites to place the blood of the 
lamb on the lintel and doorposts of 
their houses. When the angel of death 
went through the land of Egypt, all 
who had the blood of the lamb as a 
covering on their houses were passed 
over and saved. Thus God said in 
Exodus 12:13, “When I see the blood I 
will pass over you.”    

The centrality of the lamb at 
Passover gives us one of the clearest 
pictures of the Gospel in the entire Old 
Testament. The concept of the Passover 
lamb was ultimately understood by the 
prophet Isaiah as depicting the sacrifice 
of the Messiah for the sins of Israel and 
the Nations (Isa. 53). Thus, when we 
celebrate the Passover today we are 
remembering the sacrifice of Jesus who 
gave His life for our redemption. As 
Paul says, “Christ our Passover has also 
been sacrificed” (1 Cor. 5:7). In the 
same way that Israel needed the blood 
of the lamb in order to experience 
redemption from Egypt, all people 
today need the blood of the ultimate 
Lamb, Jesus the Jewish Messiah, in 
order to be forgiven by God for their 
sins and to escape eternal judgment.     

Through the Cup of Redemption
Apart from the primary elements on 

the seder plate, a traditional Jewish 
Passover revolves around four cups of 
wine which are consumed at different 
times, from the beginning to the end 

Coconut 
Macaroons
This recipe is easy and delicious! Egg 
whites are used as a substitute for 
flour, which is not eaten during 
Passover. This recipe makes 24 
macaroon cookies.

Ingredients:
 6 egg whites

 1 1/2 cup sugar

 1 teaspoon vanilla

 3 cups shredded coconut

Preparation:

Preheat oven to 160 degrees.

1.  Mix the coconut, sugar and vanilla 
in a bowl.

2.  Beat egg whites until fluffy.

3.  Fold the egg whites into the 
coconut mixture.

4.  Take a teaspoon of the mixture and 
roll in your hands until firm.

5.  Line up 3 rows of 4 cookies on a 
greased baking sheet and bake in a 
160 degree oven for 12-14 minutes 
or until the edges are brown.

of the seder. These cups of wine 
correspond to God’s four “I will” 
statements in Exodus 6:6-7 and are 
often called, 1) the cup of blessing, 
2) the cup of judgment, 3) the cup of 
redemption and 4) the cup of Elijah.  

We read in the Gospel of Luke that at 
His last seder meal with the disciples, 
Jesus “took the cup after they had 
eaten, saying, ‘This cup which is poured 
out for you is the new covenant in my 
blood’ ” (Lk. 22:20).  

The cup used by Jesus as a symbol 
for the New Covenant was the third 
cup, the Cup of Redemption, which 
ultimately found its way into 
Christianity via the traditional 
communion service. This serves as a 
constant reminder of the central theme 
of the Passover, that God accomplishes 
our redemption through the blood of 
the Lamb, Jesus the Messiah.  

Summary
In so many ways the Passover seder 

makes the Good News clear. To anyone 
honest and open to God and His 
message to them, it becomes obvious 
that through God’s intended elements 
and man’s additions to the service, 
Yeshua is the Messiah of Israel, the 
Passover Lamb.

Yeshua’s death, burial and 
resurrection are observed from the very 
beginning with the dipping of the 
parsley to the last cup at the table. It is 
these elements that make it possible to 
explain the Gospel at the Passover 
seder with all people, for Jewish people 
especially, and also Gentiles. All who 
love the Lord should make it their 
desire and prayer to God that the Good 
News in the Passover seder be used by 
Him for the salvation of God’s beloved 
Jewish people (Rom. 10:1). 
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SIMON LISSAK WRITES

I hope this month you will forgive me for telling you just one  
  story of an encounter I had with a group of Orthodox men 

and a rabbi. It was a very significant moment for me and I’d like 
to share it with you to encourage you and to inform your prayers.

If you look closely at the picture above you will see me talking 
with a group of Hassidic Jews at the site of a serious road 
accident. At about 6.30 on a bright Tuesday morning a Jewish 
man was hit by a car as he crossed the road. In a fraction of a 
second all his future plans were shattered and soon an 
ambulance crew were fighting to save his life. 

It was here that I met Rabbi Schwartz. Initially we talked about 
the accident but soon we turned to more spiritual matters. He 
told me that they had been praying for the injured man at 
Synagogue, so I asked him: “If this happens to a Tzaddik (a 
righteous man) then I wonder what we are supposed to learn 
about Hashem from this tragedy?” 

This question led to an excellent discussion about God’s power 
to redeem in any situation. We agreed that this was a time to 
trust God and his purposes – not to doubt or challenge his 
divine wisdom with our own! Then I explained that in situations 
like these I drew my confidence in God from the Tanakh (The 
Hebrew OT) and particularly from the Nevi’im (The Prophets).  
I then asked the rabbi to explain something to me. “Why is it 
that you do not teach Isaiah 53, Jeremiah 31 or Daniel 9 in the 
Synagogue?” He looked surprised, so I gently repeated the 
question: “Why don’t you teach Isaiah 53, Jeremiah 31 or 
Daniel 9 in your Synagogue?”

His relaxed answer stunned me: “I don’t teach anything in my 
Synagogue that would cause people to doubt, that would not be 
good for them. I know that may sound like we are ostriches 
sticking our heads in the sand but that’s the way it is.” He said all 
this in the hearing of the other men and nobody seemed 
shocked or surprised. 

There is no doubt that this was a tragic road accident but it is 
eternally tragic that key prophecies about the Messiah are not 
discussed by our rabbis. This avoidance of doubt will have 
eternally tragic consequences as my Jewish people need to hear 
about Jesus the Messiah.  This is just another reason why the 
work we do with Chosen People ministries is so critical.

This Passover we remember the “Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world” (John 1:29) knowing that the Paschal lamb 
was a foreshadowing of a greater eternal redemption to come. We 
know this because Yeshua fulfilled the precious promises made in 
the Tanakh. Please pray that the LORD would lead other Jewish 
people to their Scriptures in this season and open blind eyes to the 
truth of the Gospel so that many Jewish people would be saved.

Would you like to have a Chosen People  
Ministries representative speak to your church 

or group? Please call 0208 455 7911 or  
email info@chosenpeople.org.uk.

FIONA SORBALA REPORTS

Over the Easter weekend  
I was in Latvia and 

Lithuania. And while in Vilnius  
I was interviewed in Russian on 
Christian radio giving my 
testimony and advertising the 
‘Isaiah 53 Explained’ book which is 
available in Russian. I was 
translated into Lithuanian – no 
English! Of course our goal was to follow up on our 
last visit and encourage the new believers; especially S, 
our newest believer, the gentleman who came to faith 
last November.

So we held another Shabbat service. About twenty 
came, and in the front row sat three of the men who have 
come to faith in the last couple of years. It was so 
wonderful to see their solidarity. S came forward at the 
end of the service asking us to pray for him and in spite 
of his sorrow – his wife died last summer – he was full of 
joy and his smile lit up the room.

We had such a sense of victory. At our last meeting the 
women who came didn’t seem to respond to the message 
but this time there was an amazing response. They 
seemed so open and keen to listen to my message. At the 
end of the meeting they even wanted to talk to me 
despite my open declaration that we believe that Jesus, 
whose resurrection the Church was to celebrate the 
following day, was their Messiah as well! 

Now back in London we are getting ready for our 
Passover celebration. It is a wonderful opportunity to 
invite our Jewish friends and encourage them to see how 
Jesus is the celebration’s hope and fulfilment. 

In the congregation it’s encouraging to see friendship 
develop between an Israeli and a Syrian Christian. They 
have been having wonderful discussions, and seeing a 
Syrian brother witness about his faith in Messiah to my 
Israeli friend is really marvellous. 

Soon after you receive this I will be going to Finland to 
a small camp that we are running for Jewish people from 
Latvia and Lithuania run by Toivo and Malla Maki.  We 
want to disciple our new believers and share the Gospel 
with others. I will be one of the main speakers and hope 
that the Lord uses my words to reach their hearts.

We are still looking to the Lord to bring in funds to 
help cover the costs of the camp and to help me to travel 
to Finland again later this summer. I have been invited to 
be the speaker at another camp which will bring a group 
of Russians from St Petersburg and Moscow to Finland. 
This is another wonderful opportunity for me to share 
the Gospel with Jewish people.

APRIL 2016 / ADAR II - NISAN 5776 - 6
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NEWS AND PRAYER BRIEFS

THE GOSPEL “IN THEIR OWN 
LANGUAGE”

Recently, our staff in Philadelphia was on Temple 
University’s campus. They were sharing all day 
about God with non-Jewish and Jewish students - 
including a few from Israel. They write: “We had 
many in-depth conversations about prophecies in 
the Hebrew Scriptures that point to Yeshua as the 
Messiah. It was fantastic!” At the end of the day they 
met an older Christian woman. This dear woman 
had been trying to share about the Lord with her 
Jewish friend for many years, but wanted to do it in 
a way that her friend could better understand. Part 
of the mission of Chosen People Ministries is to 
educate and “help fellow believers” to more 
effectively love, evangelize, and reach the Jewish 
people. Our team gave the woman a variety of 
resources and they told her to focus on Messianic 
prophecies, such as Isaiah 53. Two days later, our 
staff received a phone call from the Christian 
woman saying she was able to share in “her Jewish 
friend’s own language” and style! Wonderfully, this 
90-year old Jewish lady believed and embraced 
Yeshua as her own Messiah!  

ISRAELI MUSICIAN, SEARCHING 
FOR THE MEANING OF LIFE,  
HEARS THE GOSPEL

Ministry continues in Israel. There have been 
great opportunities for our staff to meet and share 
with young people through the coffee house music 
nights our ministry puts on. At a couple of these 
venues there is a regular crowd. Our staff has been 
excited about getting to know some of the musicians 
and regulars, getting to share the Gospel and seeing 
them when they come back with questions or 
comments on how interesting it is to think about 
spiritual things. Some say, “It could be that Jesus is 
the Messiah.” One of these young musicians is 
Dov.* From a very secular Jewish home, Dov did 

not learn much about the scriptures. As a teen he 
decided there must be something more to why we 
are here. He has been asking lots of good questions. 
Recently Dov was introduced to Israeli musicians 
who believe in Jesus. Please pray for Dov to come to 
know Jesus in a personal way.

AN ORTHODOX MAN FINDS 
MESSIAH

With the promise of spring comes the festival of 
Passover. We absolutely love this holiday and look 
forward to it every year! The Lord is faithful to do 
wonderful things during this time and we are sure 
that this year will be no different. This season is 
always the busiest for our ministry. God was faithful 
to bring our staff in Maryland into contact with an 
Orthodox Jewish man who accepted Jesus as his 
Messiah recently. It is our prayer that he will keep in 
contact with us so we can disciple him in his new 
faith! Please join us in this prayer. 

PASSOVER: A PICTURE OF REBIRTH 
AND REDEMPTION

This month, the image of new birth is particularly 
powerful as we prepare to celebrate the Passover. 
Our Los Angeles staff is planning regular dinners in 
the park next to the theater in which the congregation 
regularly meets. They will also have a large visible 
presence in the park with special artisan coffee and 
pastries, inviting people to a special service. Our 
staff member writes,  “Since many people in Los 
Angeles feel lonely and isolated because they have 
left both family and friends to pursue their career 
dreams, these citywide dinners will be designed to 
make those in our community feel both welcomed 
and loved. Like last year, we are expecting God to do 
great things, well beyond our imagination.”
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SPRING BOOK SALE (UNTIL 28TH JUNE)

Derech Yeshua is a Messianic Jewish 
explanation of faith in God and his 
Messiah - Yeshua. What do Messianic 

Jews believe and how should we live? How do we relate to our 
families, community, and the wider world? By Daniel Nessim

“This is an excellant contribution to the work of communicating the 
Good News of Messiah to our people. I appreciated the 
organisation of the writing - logical and easily understood. I enjoyed 
Daniel’s writing style - compassionate and compelling. The content 
is truly ‘evidence that demands a verdict’ from our community to 
the greater Jewish community.”   — Dr Sam Nadler, President, 
Word of Messiah Ministries, Charlotte, NC, USA

Week 1: Ages 18-25 | July 17-23, 2016 
Week 2:  All Ages | July 23-30, 2016

Help us to reach the Jewish people of  Brooklyn and New York City 
through sports camps, clinics of  all sorts, drama and music, lectures, 
street ministry, and more. We will utilize our Isaiah 53 campaign and 

inaugurate our new Feinberg Brooklyn Messianic Centre.

Please visit chosenpeople.com/shalombrooklyn for more info.

Join Chosen People Ministries in NYC this Summer 
for their short term mission Shalom Brooklyn!

Visit our shop on Shop.ChosenPeople.org.uk  
or contact us on 020 8455 7911 for these and 

more Messianic Jewish products.

The Jews, Modern Israel and the 
New Supersessionism explores 
the relationship between the 
Jewish people, the Church and 
Israel, from biblical times to the 
present. Its fifteen essays from 
contributors with considerable 
expertise and published work in 
the field provide readers with a 
careful and objective 
examination of the issue from 
various perspectives. Edited by Calvin L. Smith

“It is refreshing to see a biblically  
grounded presentation of God’s faithfulness 

 to Israel that affirms the gospel for the Jewish people and 
the idea that God will keep his promises to Israel.” 
 — Darrell L. Bock, Dallas Theological Seminary

SPRING  
SALE PRICE: 

Regular £12

now £5 this 
month only 

plus £2 p&p

SPRING  
SALE PRICE: 

Regular £12

now £10 this 
month only 

plus £2 p&p

Watch the testimonies  
of Jewish believers!

Contact our office to receive a FREE  I FOUND SHALOM  
booklet to pass on to your Jewish friends and family members 

– 020 8455 7911 or info@chosenpeople.org.uk

ifoundshalom.com


