






‘Israel is a disgraceful blot that
must be wiped off the map.’ 
Mr. Ahmadinejad’s rhetoric is
consistent with that of Iran’s
political and religious leadership
since the founding of the Islamic
regime in 1979.

Iran is also working hand-in-
glove with Israel’s other enemies,
and the drumbeat of hatred is
becoming more insistent. In a
day when Hamas leaders continue to insist that ‘Israel is
a tumour which needs to be removed,’ the Arab media
routinely promotes Holocaust denial and publishes
cartoons showing images of rabbis draining the blood
of Arab children to bake matzos for Passover. Now that
Iran has made it clear that it will pursue its nuclear
programme, is it any wonder that Israel and its allies are
becoming increasingly anxious?

Overcoming Evil through Prayer and the Promises of
God’s Word
The Jewish people are no strangers to the hatred of

the world. Yet the promises of God continue to hold
true. Israel is still ‘the apple of God’s eye’ (Zechariah
2:8), and God has declared that ‘No weapon formed
against you shall prosper....’ (Isaiah 54:17).Therefore, no
Haman, Hitler, or Ahmadinejad has ever or will ever
succeed in destroying the Jewish people. But God’s
people must not become complacent. Believers need to
‘Pray for the peace of Jerusalem’ (Psalm 122:6) and cling
to the promise of 1 John 5:4, ‘For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has
overcome the world—our faith.’

Sources consulted:
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/anti-semitism/iranjews.html#1
The Charlotte, North Carolina, Jewish Community Center Resource Library
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od willing, as you receive this letter,
most of the staff and trustees of
Chosen People Ministries will not be
in London, but in Israel, for an
international workers’ conference. This

is a once-in-a-decade event, and very special for us
all. While we are there, no doubt we will be
conscious of the threat that hangs over Israel’s head
like the sword of Damocles. Of course, the concern
of the world is more that Israel might defend herself
against the sworn nuclear threat than over the
possibility that her enemies might use their weapon
for its declared intent. That declared intent is to
‘wipe Israel from the face of the earth.’ 

Whatever your views on peace in the Middle East, 
I am sure that you agree that this is not a tolerable
threat for any nation to live with. This is a threat

that all Israelis—including our
workers, our friends and relatives—
live with in the Land every day. Yet,
they continue to share their faith, and
in the heat of the crucible, people are
coming to recognise their Messiah,
and refined gold and silver are coming
forth.  When we have been there and
learned more about our work in that
Land, we will share with you what we

have seen. In the meantime, you might consider
joining us for a tour to Israel next spring, as
advertised within this newsletter.

In every generation, there have been those who
sought to destroy the Jewish people. As the threat
from Israel’s immediate neighbours has diminished
in the last decades, new threats have arisen from
further afield. Is there a reason for this? We believe
there is, and that it is a spiritual reason. The Jewish
people are still the ‘apple of God’s eye.’ Corrie Ten
Boom, who helped hide Jewish people from the
Nazis during the Holocaust, knew this verse from
Zechariah and lived by it. The Adversary opposes
God, and therefore opposes those that God cares
for. God still cares for the Jewish people, including
the Jewish people who live in the State of Israel. It
is His desire that all people everywhere should
repent (Acts 17:30).  

There are those who believe that in preaching the
Gospel to Jewish people, we are committing a
‘spiritual genocide.’ The fear is that this too could
lead to the destruction of the Jewish people. On the
contrary, the words that we speak are life and truth.
The Messiah that we lift up is the Messiah of Israel.
It is in Him that the Jewish people can truly become
alive. What a wonderful thing it is to see Jewish
people in Israel increasingly turning to Jesus, Yeshua,
and accepting Him not only as Messiah but also as
Lord and Saviour.  It is our prayer that this wave of
the Spirit might also come to our shores, here on the
British Isles. It is to this end that we work and pray. 

D I R E C T O R ’ S  L E T T E R

G
Modern-day Iran, which is situated east of Iraq

beyond the Tigris River, boasts a long and colourful
history. Biblically, it is the same Persian Empire that
Cyrus the Great established in 550 BC, after
Babylonia surrendered to Cyrus (Ezra 1:3-5) in the
time of the exile of the Jewish people in that region.
The reign of Darius the Mede (522-468 BC) marked
the zenith of the Persian Empire (Daniel 5:31).

How ironic it is, given the present animosity
between these two ancient peoples, that the Persians
lent their support to a Jewish return to their
homeland in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah.

Iran under Islam
Centuries later, after the death of Mohammed in

632 AD, the religion of
Islam infiltrated Iran,
and today Iran is a
Muslim country. The
present population of
Iran is about 70 million
people, a majority of
them Shia Muslims
(89%), with a minority
of Sunni Muslims (10%).
Although there has been a
Jewish presence in Iran since
well before the rise of Islam,
the Jewish population there
now numbers only a few
thousand people. By contrast,
there are currently 250,000
Iranian Israelis. These include
both those born in Iran and
now living in Israel, and those born in Israel to one
or both Iranian-born parents.

Iran is now a country governed by hardliners who
intend to end Western influence in the Muslim
world, eradicate Israel, and establish a radical Islamic
empire that would span from Spain to Indonesia.

Politics of Hatred
Casting the Jewish people as the scapegoat

responsible for all evil is not a new political strategy,
but it is one that has certainly worked before. At an
anti-Israel conference titled ‘The World without
Zionism’ attended by 4,000 students in Tehran,
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said,

Daniel Nessim
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Opportunity in Israel
Victor writes from Israel: A few weeks ago, a girl who serves in the Israeli
Defense Forces with our daughter called my wife and asked her to tell a group
of fifty soldiers about Messianic Judaism. God is a miracle-working God!
Moreover, on her way to meet the group, Julia met John, a dear friend of ours
and pastor who worked
with us here years ago
whom we hadn’t seen
for a long time! John
joined us to speak to the
soldiers, and they were
overwhelmed to see this
Gentile man who laid
aside everything to serve Israel and the Jewish people. Julia and a young
Jewish believer gave their testimony and were extremely well received. 

Shocked into Listening
Ricardo C., our director in Argentina writes: ‘I recently had some speaking
engagements in Cordoba, Argentina. There, I met a young Jew, 22-year-old
Mark. After an hour-long conversation, he was so interested in our message
that he came with us to another presentation we had in that city. Knowing he
was carefully listening to me, I emphasised the sacrifice of the living Messiah
who makes us clean before God.

Mark was so shocked that later he came to me to tell me he would start coming
to our ministry’s activities in Cordoba. Interestingly, he is doing a course with
a non- Messianic rabbi. As we were talking I was able to show him the rabbis’
mistakes. This made him even more interested!

Mark will surely talk about what he has seen and heard, and this will have an
effect upon the whole Jewish community of Cordoba. Now we pray for him,
because he has listened to the Good News. 

This month, we have chosen to highlight the
very real threat that Israel faces from Iran. It is
an increasingly real threat as Iran’s nuclear
programme advances and as they test missiles
that could easily reach the cities of Israel. It is
my hope that you will be a bit more aware both
of the dangerous situation, but also of the way
that God can work in the lives of individuals
who are affected by it. As we actively support
the work of Chosen People Ministries in Israel,
we need you to pray with us that in this dire
situation, God might turn evil to good. The
greatest good we can think of is the
reconciliation of individuals to their God.

Thank you for your prayers and support for our
work here in the United Kingdom and abroad.

Yours in our Messiah,

Daniel

Iran and the Jewish People
A History of Hostility

Dariush–An Iranian
Jew Meets the Messiah
I was born in Tehran. I grew up in a Jewish home, but only went to synagogue
two or three times a year. At the time, Iran was a secular Muslim nation with a
Jewish population of roughly 70,000 centred in Tehran. Though Iran was
friendly to Western culture, the nation never embraced the Jewish people. I
remember watching my fellow Iranians in the streets chanting ‘death to the
Jews’ before a soccer game in which Iran was to compete with Israel. 

In 1975, I moved to the United States to attend college. There, I met Eliezer
Urbach, then an outreach worker with Chosen People Ministries. I was intrigued
by the idea that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah and even attended a meeting, but
left uninterested. Some students followed up with me and showed me
unconditional love as they explained the Gospel and Jesus’ fulfilment of the
Messianic prophecies in the Hebrew Scriptures. Not only did I come to faith in
Messiah Jesus, but I became even more interested in my Jewish heritage and
continued to celebrate the biblical holy days.

I soon told my parents, who were still living in Iran, of my new faith. Though
they initially showed indifference, as I witnessed to them they became nervous.
They spoke with a rabbi in Israel, who explained that I had been brainwashed
by Christian missionaries. My parents became extremely concerned and
demanded I return to Iran. I agreed, but hid my passport and return ticket after
I arrived for fear they would take them from me.

Tried and Tested in the Faith
In Tehran, and later in Jerusalem, my parents took me to two rabbis in an
attempt to talk me out of my beliefs. Ultimately, they decided to enrol me in a
yeshiva (a strict Orthodox Jewish school) for troubled youths in New York.

The yeshiva was designed to be totally self-sufficient; students had very few
reasons even to go outside, and quitting school was out of the question. Still,
despite their efforts to change my mind, I only became more convinced of my
faith and resolved to leave the yeshiva.

While in New York, I became friends with Sam Nadler, a Jewish believer who
later served with Chosen People Ministries. In order to move out of the yeshiva
unnoticed, I began slowly to move my belongings into Sam’s home. Finally, one
weekend, I left and never went back.

Once back in Colorado, I told my parents what had happened. They cut off my
financial support. I kept my address hidden from them and worked my way
through college. I eventually moved to Los Angeles, met my wife, and
participated in an Iranian church.

After the Iranian Revolution, my parents moved to Los Angeles. Seeing my
continued love for my Jewish identity, their hearts softened towards me, my
family, and my faith. Today, my family and I participate in outreaches to Iranian
Jews and Muslims in the Los Angeles area.

Ahmadinejad
said, ‘Israel is
a disgraceful
blot that must
be wiped off
the map.’
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